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From: Kate Crosby [cfcrosby@gmail.com]

Sent: Friday, April 23, 2010 12:11 AM

To: Board of Selectmen
Cc: John Murray; Green Advisory Board

Subject: Update on Green Community Designation

De’arSelectmen,
We, themembersoftheGreenAdvisory Board,look forwardto theopportunityto updateyouatthe
upcomingApril 26thBoSmeetingon thestatusof Acton’s applicationfor designationasaGreen
Communityby theMassachusettsDepartmentofEnergyResources.

This email is beingsentasan updatein advanceof yourmeeting;additionalmaterialswill be included
in yourpacket.

With remarkableeffort from town staff, schoolstaffandboardmembers,we wereableto successfully
meettheApril 21 deadlinefor submissionof apreliminarydesignationapplicationto theDOER. This
preliminarysubmissionwill be returnedto uswith feedback,andwill assistuswith preparingfor the
final versionof thedesignationapplication,whichmustbe submittedby May 14.

We arealsoin themidstofpreparingto submita grantapplicationfor aportionof thestatefunding
availableto municipalitieswhich achieveGreenCommunitydesignation.Thedeadlinefor this grant
applicationis May 28.

Belowis a summaryofthefive criteriathatwe mustaccomplishin orderto achievetheGreen
Communitydesignation,aswell asan updateon wherewe currentlystandwith eachof them.

CRITERIA ONE:_AS-OF-RIGHT SITING for renewableor alternativeene~gyJ~cilitiesfor generation
ORmanufacturingORRR&D
This criteriawassuccessfullymet throughapprovalofawarrantarticleatTown Meetingin June,2009

RJA IW.Q~EXPEDITEDPERMITTING underwhich thesesamefacilities m~ybe sitedwthin
thcmirnicIp~llty
DOERrecentlyre-structuredtherequirementsnecessaryto satisfythiscriteria. We believethatActon is
in compliancewith this criteria,andhavesubmittedaletter from Town Counselattestingto thiswith
ourpreliminaryapplication.

CRITERIA THREE: BASELINE ENERGYINVENTORY & PLAN FOR20% ENERGYUSE
REDUCTIONOVER 5 YEARS
Theenergybenchmarkingfor Acton’s municipaland schoolfacilities is complete,andtown andschool
staffarenowusing EPA’sPortfolio Managersoftwareasa tool in trackingenergyuse. A planfor
reducingenergyuseby 20%over five yearsis nearcompletion,andwe look forwardto reviewingthis
with you at theApril 26thmeeting. This criteriarequiresthat theBoardof Selectmenand theSchool
Committeeadopta20% energyreductionplanas acomprehensiveoutlineof actionsto be takenover
thenext five years,thoughtheplan is non-binding.

CRJIERIA FQi)IRiE1JEL-EFFICIENTVEHICLESareto bepurchasedwhcx~pr bd
commerciallyavailable
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This criteriacallsfor theadoptionofa policy by boththeBoardof SelectmenandtheSchoolCommittee
in which theTown statesthatit will purchasefuel-efficientvehicleswherepracticableandcommercially
available.Notethat severalcategoriesof vehiclesareexempt:policecruisers,fire trucks,ambulances,
andpublic works trucks. Thecriteriaalso callsfor submissionofa vehicleinventoryandaplan
specifyingtheprocessfor replacingvehiclesovertime.

CRITERIA FIVE: STRETCHENERGYCODE
This criteriahasbeensuccessfullymet throughapprovalofthiswarrantarticle atTown Meetingearlier
this month.

WeIbok forwatd to discussingthis furtherwith youatyourApril 26thmeeting.Youarewarmly

encouragedto contactuswith any questionsor commentsthat you might havein advanceof theformal

meeting.

Sincerely,
KateCrosby
Co-chair,GreenAdvisory Board
C 978-621-2595
H 978-263-7326
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